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             December 4, 2014 
 

Stinson Beach County Water District  

DROUGHT NEWSLETTER            

Congratulations, for November, you lowered your water usage about 40% from November  2013.  
This represents a savings of about 2 million gallons last month. 

We’ve received about 5 inches of rain during this last week.  That brings our season’s total to 8 
inches of rain.  Even though we are on track for a normal year, we have just started the rainy season.  
We need to receive about 22 more inches during the next 6 months to confirm a “Normal Year” for us.  
“Normal Year” is defined as 30 inches/year.  When the State Water Resources Control Board passed 
the emergency drought regulations last July, they placed the regulations in effect through April 2015.  
They want a full wet weather season to measure before relaxing the required conservation measures. 

Please welcome Doreen Rodriguez-Urfer (Stinson Beach resident) as the District’s new 
Billing/Customer Service Representative.  She is starting on Monday, December 8.  Prior to 
employment at the District, Doreen was the Director of Operations at Slide Ranch.  She is very 
meticulous, sensitive, smart and flexible.  Hers will be the first friendly face you see when you enter 
the office.  Congratulations, Doreen. 

The District’s new graywater system regulations were approved at the Saturday, November 15, 
2014 Board meeting.  The program will begin on Monday, December 15, 2014.  A graywater system 
is designed to collect graywater and transport it out of your home (or business) for distribution in an 
irrigation or dispersal field.  A graywater system may include tanks, valves, filters, pumps or other 
appurtenances along with piping and receiving landscape.  There are many State regulatory 
requirements that apply to all graywater systems.   They are: 

1. Installation of graywater systems shall, at a minimum conform to 2007 CPC, Title 24, 
Part 5, Chapter 16A, Part I – Nonpotable Water Reuse Systems. 

2. Graywater use indoors is prohibited. 
3. Graywater will not be used to irrigate root crops or edible part of food crops that touch 

the soil.  
4. Graywater will not be used for spray irrigation. 
5. Graywater will not be allowed to pond or runoff. 
6. Graywater will not be discharged directly into any drainage swale, storm drain system, 

or surface water body. 
7. Water used to wash diapers or similary soiled or infectious garments will not be used in 

the graywater system. 
8. Water used to wash oily rags or to dispose of hazardous waste solutions such as from 

home photo labs will not be used in the graywater system. 
9. Graywater includes but is not limited to wastewater from bathtubs, showers, bathroom 

washbasins, clothes washing machines, and laundry tubs, but does not include 
wastewater from kitchen sinks or dishwashers. 

10. Periodic inspections no less than every two (2) years shall be conducted by District 
staff. Inspection frequency will coincide with the wastewater system inspection for the  
subject property.  Section 4.07.725 Accessibility for Periodic Inspections shall be 
applicable.   

11. The graywater system shall not be connected to any potable water system without an 
air gap or other physical device which prevents backflow.  A backflow device (RPP type 
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approved by District staff) shall be required to protect potable water from 
contamination.   

12. An operation and maintenance manual shall be provided and maintained through the  
life of the system and upon change of ownership or occupancy.  A copy of this manual 
shall be provided to the District. 

13. Installation of a water system backflow prevention device (RPP Type) approved by the 
District. 

 

There are three types of graywater systems:  Clothes Washer Systems, Simple Systems and 
Complex Systems. 

Clothes Washer System   

A clothes system utilizes only a single domestic clothes washing machine in a single family 
residential dwelling.    The system design shall include the following: 

1. Ability of the user to direct flow with a diversion valve to the irrigation / dispersal field 
or to the inlet side of the septic tank.  The direction control of the graywater shall be 
clearly labeled and readily accessible to the user. 

2. Installation of an air vent at the high point of the supply manifold 
3. Release of graywater above the ground surface provided at least two (2) inches of 

mulch, rock, or soil, or a solid shield covers the release points.  Other methods which 
provide equivalent separation are also acceptable. 

4. Minimize human and domestic pet contact with the graywater system 
5. A construction inspection schedule to observe, at a minimum, the following:  

 Prior to construction, the layout of the irrigation or dispersal field 
 Operation of diversion valve  
 A flow test to the point of the graywater irrigation or dispersal field to show lines 

and components are watertight 

Simple System   

Simple systems exceed a clothes washer system and comply with the following: 

1. The discharge capacity shall be 250 gallons per day or less. 
2. Graywater systems with a tank shall have an overflow system such that the tank 

overflow will gravity flow to the inlet side of the septic tank.   
3. Excess graywater from the irrigation or dispersal field shall flow to the inlet side of the 

septic tank through a diversion valve. 
4. All construction work done pursuant to a Construction Permit shall be done by, or 

under the supervision of, a person holding an appropriate license as a contractor 
pursuant to state law. The owner may be authorized to perform permitted maintenance 
or repair work of a minor nature which work will not endanger the public health, nor 
violate any laws, ordinances, or regulations. 

5. Submittal of a Designer’s Observation schedule per Section 4.07.131 to observe work  
conforms to the approved application, plans, and specifications and shall include  at a 
minimum, the following: 

 Prior to construction, the layout of the irrigation or dispersal field 
 Watertight test of tank(s), as applicable 
 Operation of diversion valve  
 A flow test to the point of the graywater irrigation or dispersal field to show lines 

and components are watertight 
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Complex System   

Any graywater system which is not a clothes washer or simple system shall comply with the 
following: 

1. The discharge capacity is over 250 gallons per day. 
2. Design plans shall be prepared by an approved Designer per Section 4.03.212. 
3. Site Evaluation per Section 4.15.200 shall be performed by the Designer with 

observation by District staff.  
4. Graywater systems with a tank shall have an overflow system such that the tank 

overflow will gravity flow to the inlet side of the septic tank.   
5. Excess graywater from the irrigation or dispersal field shall flow to the inlet side of the 

septic tank through a diversion valve. 
6. All construction work done pursuant to a Construction Permit shall be done by, or 

under the supervision of, a person holding an appropriate license as a contractor 
pursuant to state law. The owner may be authorized to perform permitted maintenance 
or repair work of a minor nature which work will not endanger the public health, nor 
violate any laws, ordinances, or regulations. 

7. Submittal of a Designer’s Observation schedule per Section 4.07.131 to observe work 
conforms to the approved application, plans, and specifications and shall include , at a 
minimum, the following: 

 Prior to construction, the layout of the irrigation or dispersal field 
 Watertight test of tank(s), as applicable 
 Operation of diversion valve  
 A flow test to the point of the graywater irrigation or dispersal field to show lines and 

components are watertight 
 

Due to small lot sizes, existing septic systems on every developed parcel, high groundwater, 
proximity to creeks and ocean, tight property line set back, most graywater systems will be 
difficult and expensive to install.  If the graywater sits for over 24 hours, it is considered a wastewater.  
Graywater and wastewater cannot go onto a neighbor’s property.  Fees for design review and 
inspection shall be $750 for a Clothes Washer Graywater system, $1,000 for Simple Graywater 
system, and $1,500 for Complex Graywater system.  District staff shall review the design application 
and perform construction inspection(s) for conformance to Title IV regulations.   If you are still 
interested, you should visit our website http://stinson-beach-cwd.dst.ca.us or stop by the District 
office. 

AGAIN, CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR WATER CONSERVATION EFFORTS.  Your 
conservation efforts and the District’s community outreach program on drought planning manifested 
in the District getting one of the highest  grant approval ratings in the State.  We were one of the first 
Districts to be told we are approved for our $1.249 million grant request.  Next time, we will ask for 
more money.  The grant $ will be used for replacing the remaining water lines in the Calles and 
Patios, a new well, a study of our aquifer and new meters for the District and its customers.  Our 
existing Capital Improvement $ will be used for recoating our water storage reservoirs. 


