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             November 3, 2014 
 

Stinson Beach County Water District  

DROUGHT NEWSLETTER            

Congratulations, your water usage in October 2014 was 27% less than October 2013.  
Thank you so much for your sacrifices. 

Here is some important information from news media and websites.  For the latest in 
up-to-date weather and precipitation information, check out the NOAA Online Weather 
Data Website, www.nws.noaa.gov.  Despite 1” of rainfall during October, this drought 
does not want to go away.  At one point it was hopeful that a projected moderate to 
strong El Niño season coming up would bring some relief to the severity of this 
drought.  That hope is now fading as El Niño is looking weaker.  It is entirely possible 
that this coming rainy season could bring lower than normal rainfall if El Niño continues 
to fade. 

Below is a look at the numbers since this drought began in the summer of 2011.   

Since then, the last three rainfall seasons have seen far below normal precipitation.  
Below is a chart showing the amount of total precipitation deficit from July 1, 2011 to 
the present, the % of normal for that time period, and what the normal rainfall is.   

    Rainfall Deficit  Percent of    Normal 
    Since July   Normal for   Annual 
City    2011 (in.)     Period   Rainfall  (in.) 
 
Arcata/Eureka  -37.07   75%    49.15 
Napa    -23.12   62%    20.39 
Redding   -34.29   67%    34.67 
Tahoe   -15.33   75%    20.47 
Sacramento  -18.49   67%    18.52 
Stockton   -16.66   61%    14.07 
Napa    -23.12   62%    20.39 
San Francisco  -27.08   56%    20.65 
Fresno   -15.95   54%    11.50 
Bakersfield   -  8.98   54%      6.47 
San Luis Obispo  -40.38   42%    23.12 
Santa Maria  -21.55   49%    13.95 



2 
 

    Rainfall Deficit  Percent of    Normal 
    Since July   Normal for   Annual 
City    2011 (in)     Period   Rainfall  (in) 
Santa Barbara  -26.33   51%    17.76 
Los Angeles  -24.24   46%    14.93 
San Diego   -11.47   63%    10.34 
Palm Springs  -10.39   42%      5.85 
 
These numbers really put the lack of rainfall into perspective.  Most every city has at 
least one full year of normal rainfall deficit; some cities are closer to three years.  Take 
for example, San Luis Obispo.  Normal annual rainfall is 23.12.”  They are 40.38” 
below normal since July 1, 2011.  They would need 63.5” of rain this season to bring 
the four year average to normal.  San Luis Obispo’s wettest year on record is 48.76” 
set in 1969.  It is going to take two to three years of above normal rainfall to make up 
our deficits.  It might get worse before it gets better. 

How our Grant of $1.249 million will be used to secure additional water supplies and 
conserve what we have already. 

About $300,000 will be used to replace the water mains in the Patios.  The Calles 
water lines have been replaced already.  About $500,000 will be spent replacing every 
water meter in the District.  This will help us identify leaking water lines.  About 
$400,000 will be spent drilling a new well(s) and converting some small wells to 
potable water standards.  Some money will be used to reimburse the District for 
previous water line upgrades in the Patios and Calles. 

The District is also finishing its required public participation process in developing 
standards for graywater systems (GWS).   

These standards have been developed by the District’s Wastewater Committee over 
the last twelve months and discussed at the last two Board meetings.  Advertisements 
were placed recently in the Marin IJ, West Marin Citizen and Point Reyes Light.  A final 
approval is anticipated at the Saturday, November 15, 2014, Board meeting.  If 
approved, the GWS would become effective December 15, 2014.  These GWSs will be 
more conservative than the State standards due to our small lot sizes, septic systems 
in each yard, and proximity to the creeks and ocean.  The District is going to ensure 
that the GWS design standards are enforced so as to ensure our public health, 
groundwater supplies and environmental regulations.  Please check out these GWS 
standards on the District website. 

Again, thank you so much for your teamwork.  


