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Stinson Beach County Water District 

DROUGHT UPDATE 

Congratulations.  Your water use in May was approximately 20% less than in May 
2013.  This cooperation is allowing the District to postpone any water rationing 
discussion until the August 16, 2014 Board meeting.  Even if the District adopts a 
rationing program, it would not begin until the District reached its “trigger point for 
rationing,” which is defined as “When the average refill rate of all storage tanks is 
less than 70% of capacity for seven (7) days in a row.”  After sufficient rainfall to 
refill the tanks to 70%, the rationing would be ended. 

If we reached the “trigger point,” rationing implementation would begin the first day of 
the following month, unless there is less than two (2) weeks until the end of the month, 
in which case, the effective date will be the first calendar day of the following month. 

As discussed at numerous Board meetings, the commercial customers have been 
given a target of a 20% reduction from the same month last year. 

By now, you have probably received the Proposition 218 Notice that was mailed out to 
all customers.  If you do not have a copy, please look it up on our website, 
http//Stinson-Beach-cwd.dst.ca.us, or call us at (415) 868-1333.  During the last 5 - 6 
Board meetings, the Board has stayed with the community’s input that larger families 
can get additional allotments.  The previous allotment of 110 gal/day was increased to 
125 gal/day.  The District will provide additional allotments for multi-residential 
customers when two or more households are served by one meter.  We will also be 
providing additional allotments for special needs. 

At the August 16, 2014 Board meeting, the District will decide if it will impose fines and 
an excess use charge if people exceed their allotment during rationing.  Remember, 
the first month over the allotment, you would receive a warning letter only.  You would 
face a fine of $100 for the second month that the water usage exceeds the allotment.   
If you exceeded your allotment a third month, you would receive a fine of $500.  At the 
August 16 meeting, the District will also consider an excess use charge of $100/100 
cubic feet.  This represents the cost to truck in water to the District of about 13 
cents/gallon.    

Hopefully, we will never reach the “trigger point.”  However, it could be reached in 
August, September, or October unless we receive additional rainfall or if water demand 
increases.   


